the new army, may 19, 1939
They cannot pursue their course of aggression without Bringing
about a general war of measureless devastation. To submit ite^eSaf
encroachments would be to condemn a large portion of mankind to
their rule ; to resist them, either in peace or in war, will be dan-
gerous, painful and hard. There is no use at this stage in concealing
these blunt facts from anyone. No one should go forward in this
business without realising plainly both what the cost may be, and
what are the issues at stake.
Let us therefore make it clear at the very outset that a number
of nations are now being formed into a Grand Alliance which will in
no circumstances attack the dictator Powers Nor will we hamper
or obstruct their natural and lawful desires ; nor will we invade
their internal jurisdiction ; nor will we seek to deprive them of their
legitimate share in the expanding future of the world. Nor will we
shed blood except in self-defence or common defence. We base our
position absolutely on the Covenant of the League o£ Nations.
This Covenant not only obliges loyal members of the League to
proceed to each other's aid, according to their ability, but it also
obliges them to provide sincere and effective means for the redress
of injustice and well-founded grievances. If we use force to control
force, we must also offer justice to relieve injustice. This is inherent
in the Covenant of the League, and I would not myself invite, still
less compel, any man or any woman—for all must do their part—to
come forward on any basis which does not in the letter and m the
spirit conform to the solemn and perpetual agreement signed by
almost all the countries of the world. There is no element of imperial
ambition in our policy; no taunts, no wordy provocation, no affront
to mere pride, no diplomatic entanglements will tempt us to aggressive
action. We stand together against violence and tyranny, and we
seek nothing but to make a strong effort with the people of other
countries to defend the reign of law and freedom for all.
The cause is good. What about the Government ? Is it good,
or is it bad, or is it just indifferent ? As you know, I have not
hesitated to speak and vote against the Government—although it
is formed around the Party to which I belong—whenever I have
thought it my duty to do so. In particular, I have urged for more
than a year the formation of this Grand Alliance or " peace bloc
of nations " which would have prevented the ruin of Czecho-
slovakia, and which may yet preserve Poland and the smaller
States of Eastern Europe from a similar fate. I was a strong
opponent of Munich, and I said so at the time, when the question
did not seem so simple as it does now. Therefore, speaking at a
meeting at which all Parties are represented, I have a right to
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